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a peninsula really, like a fossil lizard swimming from Mount
Batten golf links across the harbour towards Plymouth town.
The sea is 30 yards from our hut one way, and 70 yards the other.
The Camp officers are peaceful, it seems, and the airmen reason-
ably happy. That is good hearing, for me, as I have to share their
good fortune.

About your Gaudier book. It's really very good. Gaudier is
quite clear, and so is she.1 They both come, very intensely, through
what you have written. That means you have done it well, in the
large sense. In the smaller sense, syntax and the power of
paragraphing, you have not done so surely. I could pick holes
in any page; but the little things can be learnt, and are learnt,
by going on writing: whereas the big thing, which is right in this
case, comes right by instinct. So you are fortunate, and will
probably write another book, after this one, and it'll be better
than this. Do not leave Garnett to correct anything you can
achieve yourself, by taking pains. Your own work is better, the
more thoroughly you do it, for nobody else will really care as
much for this book as you do. That's the way, always. Yours

T. E. s.

376:   TO F. L. LUCAS
26.3.29                                                                Cattewater, Plymouth
\ don't want to write tonight, but I must. I'm on Fire Pickets
all this week (i.e. distracted & oppressed) and can't settle down to
read or write. However if I don't write you'll wonder what's the
matter.
Your letter about The Mint delights me because it is really
useful. Detailed criticism is the only useful kind. Ever so
many thanks. Now I'll run through it & see if there are notes
to reply. [18 lines omitted]
Others besides yourself have been troubled by the gap between
1 The strange relationship of the young French sculptor of genms, Henry Gaudier,
with the almost equally remarkable Polish woman, Sophie Brzeska, was the subject of
H. S, Ede's Savage Messiah*